NEWSLETTER
December 2021
A very Happy Christmas to all

FROM THE MINISTER’S STUDY
Dear Friends,
Last year all of our Christmas traditions were turned upside down by
coronavirus. This year, at least at the time of writing (!), it looks like we will
be able to celebrate many of the things that we enjoy so much.
In the run up to Advent I have been reading a new book by one of my
favourite authors, Nick Page. It is called Christmas: Tradition, Truth and
Total Baubles. From that title alone you can probably decide whether it is
your cup of tea or not! Now I have no desire to ruin any of our church
Christmas traditions for anyone, so I’ll stay on slightly safer ground and
reflect on St Nicholas.
I suspect no-one is going to be surprised when I say that what we know
about St Nicholas from historical sources, has absolutely no connection to
our modern day tales of Santa Claus, which were shaped enormously by
Clement Clarke Moore in the 1820s when he wrote a poem beginning “Twas
the night before Christmas” for his children.
St Nicolas was a Greek bishop in the town of Myra, in ancient Lycia, in the
Roman province of Asia. He may have died around 350AD and his real
name was Nikolaos. It is likely that he was marytyred and there was a
church built in his name between 401 and 450. Beyond that we do not know
much more about him, except two things. He had arthritis and a broken
nose.
Now that seems quite precise, so you may wonder how could I make such
an assertion. Well the church named after him contained a martyrium, which
contained his bones. In the 11th C, after the Seljuk Turks had taken control
of the area, some sailors from Bari in Italy decided to remove his bones for
safe keeping. They were then enshrined in the Basilica di San Nicola in Bari
for the next 9 centuries until the church needed to be renovated. At this
point, the bones were carbon dated, found to be from the 4th C and it
became clear that St Nicholas had arthritis and a very badly broken nose.
Sadly, the tales of St Nicholas’ life, including the story of him throwing
purses of coins into a house to discourage a man from selling his three
daughters into prostitution come from about 500 years after his death. But
they captured the medieval imagination and there is a very old fresco with St
Nicholas on the roof of this man’s house, throwing money down the
chimney.
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But as we celebrate Christmas this year around the ongoing challenges of
Covid-19, I hope what we do know about St Nicholas still has a crucial
relevance. He was martyred during the awful Diocletian Persecution. We do
not need the later stories to see a wonderful example to follow. Ignoring the
myths, what we have is a man who showed care and attention, and stayed
strong in the face of enormous challenges.
Love, peace and joy

Andrew

            

SUNDAY & CHRISTMAS SERVICES FOR DECEMBER
Services are held each Sunday at 10.45 am and 6.00 pm.
Junior (ages 7-11) and Primary (ages 3-7) Sunday School meet at 10.45am
(except on Family Service Sunday). Late Risers (11+) meet at 6.00pm.
th

5

10.45am
6.00pm

Rev. Andrew Charlesworth - Baptism of Lottie Bright
Rev. Andrew Charlesworth - Holy Communion

12th

10.45am
6.00pm

Mrs. Gail Brockway & Mrs. Jackie Dent (in the Hall)
Mr. Marc Williamson - Youth Service

19th

10.45am
6.00pm

Mr. David Blount - Primary Nativity
Rev. Andrew Charlesworth - Carol Service

24th

5.30pm
11.30pm

Rev. Andrew Charlesworth - All-Age Crib Service
Rev. Andrew Charlesworth - Christmas Midnight
Communion

25th

11.00am

Rev. Andrew Charlesworth - Christmas Day Family
Celebration

26th

NO SERVICES
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We do not anticipate any changes to the guidance for worship during
December, but if there are changes in Government or Methodist Church
guidance, we will advise of this at each service. We continue to ask that
everyone respect each other and show consideration and kindness,
recognising that many people continue to be nervous about meeting
together. A summary of our measures to reduce Covid risk are below:
· We will collect record names and contact details of those attending each
service
· We encourage people to continue to wear face masks during worship
· The layout of chairs will allow people to spread out if they wish
· We will be continuing to keep church well ventilated using open windows
and fans (and external doors for services with large congregations) – please
dress warmly to attend worship
· Please use hand sanitiser on entering and exiting the building
· We will be encouraging those leading worship to consider keeping the
length of worship to 45 minutes
· Refreshments after services will be table service only
ONLINE AND PRINTED SERVICES
As we have less services on zoom, a reminder that there are still resources
available for worship for when people are not able to attend church in
person. There are still weekly YouTube services on the Circuit website (link
from the church website or here: https://www.nnemethodist.org.uk ) or
YouTube channel. There are also weekly printed services which we are
distributing to those with no internet access who are unable to attend church
regularly, but these can also be downloaded from the Circuit website if
anyone wants to use them at home.
FACE MASKS
To keep everyone as safe as possible and feeling comfortable to be in
church, we continue to encourage people to wear face coverings during
worship. There will always be a supply of disposable face masks at church
in case anyone forgets or does not realise, but these are expensive and not
very environmentally-friendly. Please try to bring a reusable face mask from
home if you can.
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AN IMPORTANT MESSAGE FROM REV. ANDREW
God in Love Unites Us
You may be aware that at our national Methodist Conference this summer,
the Church received the God in Love Unites Us report. This is a very
comprehensive report which I wrote about in these pages back in October
2019. This report discusses issues of cohabitation, divorce, marriage of
older couples unable to procreate and same sex marriage, amongst other
things. Such is the breadth and importance of this report that we were all
asked as Circuits and Districts to discuss it in detail and to feed back to
Conference ahead of this year’s meeting. Among many other meetings there
was a separate District Synod to discuss five key resolutions from the report.
There was one particular resolution which made the national headlines
during Methodist Conference, relating to same sex marriage, but I think it is
important to remember that this decision came not only from a much
broader discussion about good relationships, but also from an ongoing
conversation that has been happening in the Methodist Church over the last
30 years.
However, the specific resolution that permitted same sex marriages to take
place on Methodist premises, also required each individual Church Council
to decide if this was something they wanted to allow. For Nuthall Methodist
Church, we held an extraordinary Church Council meeting on Monday 22nd
November to discuss this question. This was an open meeting, so anyone
who wanted to share in this conversation could attend.
After an opportunity to share in conversation, we held an indicative vote
from everyone who was present. In total there 29 people who strongly
agreed with allowing same sex marriages to take place in church, 12 who
agreed and 4 people who strongly disagreed. It was felt that this vote was
sufficiently clear to move onto the formal vote, which was then only for the
Church Council members. This resolution was then passed 29 votes for and
1 against.
This is obviously a hugely important decision in the life of the church,
whatever your views on this outcome are. The process that the church has
followed has been concerned throughout as to how do we as the church
family live together with contradictory convictions. It is clear that although
there will be people extremely pleased about this decision by Church
Council, there will be others for whom this is a very difficult outcome.
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What I stressed at our meeting was that if this decision is one that is
upsetting for you or that you strongly disagree with, please do speak to me
about it. I will be happy to speak to anyone about these matters. Whatever
the Methodist Church has proposed on this issue, we recognise how difficult
it is for many people, and we want to do everything we can to support and to
journey alongside each other through these questions. We want desperately
to be a church that knows what unites us is far greater than what might
divide us. My prayer is that throughout all of this we remain a family
committed to the ongoing mission of God.
In Love

Andrew
           

NUTHALL NEWS
PRAYER STREETS
Please remember the residents of the following streets in your prayers. Our
friends at St. Patrick's Church and the churches in Kimberley are joining with
us in this activity. The streets in italics are in Kimberley.
December

th
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12th
19th
26th

The Spinney, Croxley Gardens & Temple Drive
Cornfield Road & Park Avenue
Holborn Close, Birch Close & Rowan Court
Beverley Drive & Millfield Road
Meadow Rise, Rochester Court & Hillingdon Avenue
Town View & Speedwell Lane
Newbury Drive, Vernon Court & Colindale Gardens
Hayley Close & Gilt Hill

CAROL SINGING
Hooray - Carol Singing is back! Monday December
20th at 6.00pm. Everyone is welcome! Meet at Colin
and Gail’s. Weather permitting, hot chocolate and
mince pies will be served afterwards round fire pits in
the garden
Donations for Cancer Research in memory of Barry Newton.
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HUNGRY LUNCH
Templars are once again running the famous Hungry Lunch after the
Nativity Service on Sunday December 19th. Come along and share a light
lunch of bread and cheese in return for a donation of cash or food to the
Bestwood and Bulwell Foodbank. (This date will be after the date for
providing Christmas items to the Foodbank but all the usual tinned and
packet foods will be appreciated).
ADVENT MEDITATIONS
It really does seem hard to believe but Christmas is just 38 days away!
Before you become too immersed in the hustle and bustle of preparations
why not come and join us for our Advent Meditations? They will commence
on December 13th and will be held each day starting with coffee and
mince pies at 10.00am then into church at 10.30am for a short (approx 30
mins) period of meditation which will help us to gain some insight into the
roles of the “key players” of the Christmas story.
We will also hold an additional meeting on Tuesday 14th starting with a
cuppa and mince pie at 6.00pm (at church) followed by the meditation at
6.30pm.
If you have any queries please ask either Jackie Dent or Gail Brockway. We
hope to see you there!
BESTWOOD & BULWELL FOODBANK
Alongside your reading of the Daily Reflections given to us
by the Circuit staff, perhaps you would like to support the
Foodbank. Would you be willing to lay aside one piece of
food each day during Advent as a Christmas gift to the
people needing our help? We would like to take the gifts on Tuesday 14th
so that the food can be given out before the big day; so you would need to
buy early and give ahead of 25th but I’m sure you can all work that out! If
you want to add chocolates, sweets or other Christmas treats, please do so.
Reminder that mince pies and Christmas puddings cannot contain alcohol.
Many thanks, Doug, Margaret and John.
SHARED CHRISTMAS CARD
We are once again having a Christmas card available in the coffee lounge
for people to sign rather than send individual cards to church friends. This
year we will be collecting donations we would have otherwise spent on
cards for Emmanuel House – you may have seen that they are running their
Winter Shelter for the homeless at the University of Nottingham this year.
Please sign and donate to raise money for a good cause and save paper
and time!
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CHRISTMAS POSTERS
Once again, we have joined with the other churches in Nuthall and
Kimberley to produce a Christmas poster (in place of the cards delivered to
each home). The A4 posters are now available and can be collected from
church. Please let Margaret know if you would like an A3 poster and/or a
laminated one for outside use. She will also be pleased to bring you a
poster if you are unable to come to church.
We are also having postcards printed for you to take to neighbours and
friends. These will be available in early December. Please join us in this
form of outreach by displaying a poster again this Christmas.

ECOCHURCH UPDATE
As Andrew mentioned in the newsletter last month, we have now achieved
our Silver award – thank you to everyone who has helped with this. Our
certificate has now arrived and will go up in church soon.
Now that we are in December, we would like to remind you of ways to make
your Christmas celebrations as sustainable and planet-friendly as possible:
1. Christmas cards – try to buy cards which are fully recyclable (avoid foil or
glitter) and perhaps those supporting a charity helping to tackle climate
change. Sending cards to people you don’t often see can be really
meaningful, but consider alternatives for people you see regularly as
producing any cards uses energy and resources. Sign our joint card at
church, and consider organising similar schemes at work or in social groups
– you might find friends or family are grateful not to have to do all the writing
and posting!
2. Gifts – giving presents at Christmas can bring lots of joy to both the giver
and recipient. However it can also result in lots of buying products which are
not always wanted or needed. One of the best ways we can reduce our
carbon footprint is to consume less “stuff” so it is great to think of
alternatives:
- Is there a group of family or friends where you could organise a “Secret
Santa”? That way everyone gets one special present rather than lots of
smaller ones.
- Give an experience rather than a physical item – this could be a readymade bought experience, some tickets or a voucher for a café or restaurant,
or something you can offer yourself e.g. a meal or coffee together, the
promise of some baking or gardening or babysitting during the year.
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- Give a virtual gift – many adults will appreciate a gift which helps others
and you can choose one to suit the individual – All We Can, Tearfund,
Christian Aid and Traidcraft all have great options. For children there are
sponsorships of endangered animals or membership of clubs to help them
connect with nature such as the RSPB or WWF.
- If you still want to give a physical gift, consider the materials and packaging
used. You could give something to help live more sustainably: a reusable
coffee cup or water bottle, solid soap, shampoo and conditioner bars, fairlytraded chocolate, clothes or jewellery.
If you have internet access, there are lots more tips available, try:
https://www.wwf.org.uk/top-tips-sustainable-christmas
https://www.friendsoftheearth.uk/about/21-ecofriendly-christmas-tips
TOP TIP
We have all been enjoying the wonderful autumn colours provided by the
leaves as they drop from the trees. When we start to tidy these up why not
consider using them to make leafmould?
Leafmould is formed from decaying leaves and produces an invaluable soil
conditioner.
All leaves will break down into leafmould but conifer needles and other
evergreen leaves will take much longer.
Leaves are easier to collect when the weather is dry and still. Collecting
leaves from a lawn using a rotary mower is also easy and by shredding the
leaves speeds up the rotting process. Any grass clippings collected also
increases the nutrient value of the leafmould.
Place the leaves into a bin liner, moisten them if they are dry, then pierce
holes in the bag with a garden fork or knife, tie the top loosely and stack the
bags out of sight.
You will need to be patient. Good quality leafmould can take up to two years
, but good well rotted leafmould can be used as seed sowing compost or as
part of mix with garden compost for potting up plants.
If you cannot wait that long even partially decomposed leaves can be used
as mulch, soil improver, autumn top-dressing , or winter covering for bare
soil.
For further information on leafmould and composting in general the following
links may be usefulwww.rhs.org.uk/advice/profile?pid=478

Happy Christmas from the EcoChurch team!
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SUNDAY & CHRISTMAS SERVICE DUTIES FOR
DECEMBER
Date
5th

10.45am
6.00pm

12th

Duty Steward
J. Dent
V. Stone

Readers
J. Gray
E. Horsley
S. Langford

Pianist
J. Wilson

V. Morgan
D. Nichols

J. Wakefield

P. Priest

10.45am

D. Coleman

6.00pm

R. Jackson

10.45am

S. Chambrelan

6.00pm

S. Perrett

24th

5.30pm
11.30pm

S. Perrett
S. Perrett

J. Wilson
P. Priest

25th

11.00am

K.Blount

J. Wilson

th

19

26th

Youth
S. Bowerman
R. Harvey
R. Jackson
D. Blount

J. Wilson
J. Wilson

NO SERVICES

           
Please submit any items for the January newsletter
by email to Cathy or deliver to the box in church
by Sunday December 12th.
Please note this is a week earlier than usual. Thank you
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DUTIES AND ROTAS FOR DECEMBER
CHURCH FLOWERS
th
December
5
Gail Brockway
th
19
Doreen Unwin

th

12
th
26

Margaret Newton
NO SERVICE

SUNDAY REFRESHMENTS AFTER SERVICE
December
5th
12th
th
th
19
Ann & Norma
26
NO SERVICE
Please sign the lists on the noticeboard in the Coffee Lounge if you can help
to fill the vacant weeks.
COFFEE CORNER
th
December
4
th
18

Sylvia & David
Blount family

th

11
th
25

Ann & Margaret S.
NO COFFEE CORNER

TODDLERS DRINKS ROTA
December
1st
Gail Evans & Margaret Newton
8th
Janet Lander & Janice Matthews
15th
Christmas Party at 12.30pm – all helpers are very
welcome.
22nd
Christmas Holidays
th
– no Toddlers
29
            
MINISTER
Rev. Andrew Charlesworth
2 Fairburn Way, Watnall, Notts,
NG16 1GH
(Day off – Monday)

 8757414

 ach2804@yahoo.co.uk

SENIOR STEWARDS
Mrs. Kathryn Blount

Mr. David Coleman

 Nuthall@NNEMethodist.org.uk

 Nuthall@NNEMethodist.org.uk

SUNDAY SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENT
Mrs. Josie Wilcock
CHURCH / HALL BOOKING CLERK
Mrs. Jo Lievesley

 9278193
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REGULAR WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
Sunday

Tuesday

10.45am Morning Worship (crèche for ages 0 to 3)
Sunday School (ages 3 to 11)
Family Service (3rd Sunday of the month)
6.00pm Evening Worship
Youth Service (2nd Sunday of the month)
‘Late Risers’ (ages 11+)
7.00pm Templars Youth Fellowship
nd

2.00pm Women’s Fellowship (2 Tues. of the month)
7.45pm Badminton & Table Tennis Club
8.00pm Wives Group (1st & 3rd Tues. of month, in homes)

Wednesday 10.00am Nuthall Methodist Church Walking Group
(3rd Wednesday of the month - contact M. Sendall
for meeting point details)
1.30pm Toddlers’ Group
6.15pm Girls’ Brigade (Explorers – age 5 to 8)
6.15pm Girls’ Brigade (Juniors – age 8 to 11)
6.15pm Girls’ Brigade (Seniors & Brigaders – age 11+)
Thursday

1.30pm Art Group
6.15pm Dance Yourself Fit (2nd & 4th Thurs. of the month)
Pause for Prayer (3rd Fri. of the month)
Boys’ Brigade (Anchor Boys – age 5 to 8)
Boys’ Brigade (Junior Section – age 8 to 11)
Boys’ Brigade (Company Section – age 11+)

Friday

11.00am
6.00pm
6.00pm
7.10pm

Saturday

10.00am Coffee Corner - Come and enjoy a cup of tea or
coffee, homemade cakes & a chat with friends

Please note that most, but not all, groups have now
recommenced meeting in person. We strongly advise that you
check before attending.

