NEWSLETTER
April 2021
Happy Easter to all

FROM THE MINISTER’S STUDY
Dear Friends,
At a recent Emergency Council Meeting on Zoom, we took the decision to
re-open the Church building for a short Communion service on Easter
Sunday. For many of us, this will be the first opportunity to take bread and
wine together since the pandemic began.
You will find details about how to participate in the service on pages 2-5 of
this newsletter. With social distancing in church still essential and
restrictions on what we can and cannot do, it will undoubtedly be a very
different experience than we are used to.
However, beyond the restrictions we will face, I would not want us to lose
sight of the wonderful blessing that this opportunity affords. As we share
bread and wine, in communion with the people of God in heaven and on
earth, we will give thanks for God’s mighty acts in creation and redemption,
represented supremely in the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. In
this means of grace, the Church will joyfully celebrate the presence of the
risen Christ in our midst. At the Lord’s table, as we share bread and wine as
Christ’s disciples, these tokens of his dying love become the food for our
earthly pilgrimage. It is in Communion that we can be empowered anew for
mission: apostles, sent out in the power of the Spirit, to live and work to
God’s praise and glory.
Love, peace and joy

Andrew
            
MINISTER
Rev. Andrew Charlesworth
(Day off – Monday)

 8757414

 ach2804@yahoo.co.uk

SENIOR STEWARDS
Barry Langford
 Nuthall@NNEMethodist.org.uk

Caroline Lovatt
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ZOOM SERVICES
Our Zoom services will continue in March at 11.30am each Sunday.
All are welcome to join us.
April
April
April
April

th

4 (Easter Day)
th
11
18th
th
25

Rev. Andrew Charlesworth
Mrs. Sandra Langford
Mr. David Blount
Rev. Tony Pick

The number for all Zoom services will be
Meeting ID: 885 5454 1347
Passcode: 067087

CHURCH OPENING FOR EASTER SUNDAY WORSHIP &
COMMUNION
The Church Council has made the decision to re-open the building for a
short time of worship and communion to celebrate Easter Sunday.
The regular church zoom service will also take place at 11.30 on Easter
Sunday - the church will open in the afternoon.
All the government guidelines will be observed. These will be displayed via a
series of posters around the church.
· Do not enter the building if you have any covid-19 symptoms
o A high temperature
o A new, continuous cough
o A loss / change to your sense of smell or taste
· Maintain 2m social distance
· Sanitise your hands
· Wear a face covering
· Leave your contact details for Track & Trace
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Booking a place
· Services will take place on the afternoon of Easter Sunday (April 4th), with
a maximum of 3 services starting 2.00pm, 2.40pm and 3.20pm. You will
need to book a space beforehand. The time of your service will be allocated
to you when you book - they will be allocated on a first come first served
basis.
· Please book a place by contacting Val Stone. Bookings can be made
between 10.00am – 8.00pm on Wednesday March 31st.
· Val will take your contact details for track and trace, meaning we will simply
require ‘a tick’ when entering the building to say that you attended.
· 30 people are allowed in the congregation at each service, this is in
addition to the stewards and the minister.
· Most spaces are as single chairs, however there are limited numbers of
twos available (for people in the same household/bubble). It is not possible
to re-arrange chairs. If you would like 2 chairs together, please ask, as these
will be allocated at the time of booking (subject to availability).
· Please do not book a space if you feel unwell or have any Covid-19
symptoms (A high temperature, a new continuous cough or a loss or change
to your sense of smell or taste).
· If you book a space but then feel unwell in the meantime, please do not
attend the service.
· There will be no specific children’s activity in the service. Any children
attending will need to be booked in and counted as part of the overall total,
they will need to remain in their seat for the full duration of the service and
be able to socially-distance from others during the time of arriving and
leaving church.

Arriving at church
· Please arrive a maximum of 5-10 minutes before the service is due to start.
· Social distancing will be in place outside and inside the church, so we ask
you to wait in your car until a steward asks you to move into church. For
those travelling on foot please use the 2m bays on the ramp at the main
entrance until you are invited to enter church. You will then be escorted
through the process.
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· You will be asked to sanitise your hands as you enter the church.
· You must wear a face covering for the whole-time inside church unless you
are medically exempt.
· The accessible toilet will be available if needed.
· The chairs in the worship area have been socially distanced for individuals
and couples. We will fill up seats from the front first. You will be advised
which seat to use, once seated please do not get up and wander round to
chat to others. Even though we might not have seen each other for a while
we need to keep our distance especially indoors.
· You may want to wear an extra layer of clothing as windows and doors will
be kept open as much as possible to aid ventilation.

During the Service
· Due to the current restrictions, worship will be different from before.
However, we hope it will be a time to encounter God, perhaps through more
reflective moments together with space for silence, thought and prayer.
· The service will last a maximum of 20 minutes which will include
communion.
· There is currently no singing allowed in Methodist Churches. Andrew may
use a part recorded message on the day.
· Communion will be offered; this will only have been handled by one person
using the strictest hygiene conditions and following current Methodist
Church guidelines. If you do not wish to consume the bread and wine during
the worship that is perfectly fine.

After the service
· Once worship has finished, you will be invited to leave the church building
promptly via the fire exit at the front left of church - those nearest will be
asked to leave first.
· Anyone with a physical disability who is unable to leave by the fire exit
should remain in their seat until all have exited, and then they will be invited
to leave via the front main entrance.
· Please sanitise your hands on the way out
· Please do not loiter at the exit of the building or in car park. We need to
always maintain social distancing.
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· Please leave the church site immediately after the service.
Reopening the church for this special day does not mean that the risk of the
virus has gone away. Gathering indoors for a prolonged period with people
is still risky and individuals will need to make their own decisions as to
whether to attend worship at this time.
Be assured we are trying to combine your safety with an opportunity to
worship. We have undertaken extensive Covid-19 / building risk
assessments as required by the government and Methodist Church in order
to be able to open for worship. We simply ask that you play your part in
keeping yourself and each other safe.
            

NUTHALL NEWS
PRAYER STREETS
Please remember the residents of the following streets in your prayers. Our
friends at St. Patrick's Church and the churches in Kimberley are joining with
us in this activity. The streets in italics are in Kimberley.
April

4th
11th
18th
25th

Philip Avenue, Oak Drive & Young Close
Norman Street & Dorchester Road
Cedarland Crescent, Aldrin Close & Main Road,
Watnall
Stirling Grove & Haydock Close
Blackfriars Close, Bean Close & Harcourt Crescent
Flixton Road & Moray Court
Hatton Gardens, Bishopdale Drive & Temple
Crescent
Kempton Close & Aintree Close

THANK YOU
Ray and Val Stone would like to thank you for all the support they have
received following Ray’s accident.
Your prayers, cards, phone calls and thoughtful gifts of plants, flowers, soup,
jelly and cake cheered us up considerably.
Ray has made good progress and is feeling much better.
God Bless you all Val and Ray.
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EASTER POSTERS
Hopefully, by now, many of you will have received one of our Easter posters.
Please remember to display it in your window or garden if you are able.
This is a wonderful opportunity to bring the Easter message of hope and
renewal to the residents of Kimberley and Nuthall as they pass our homes.
Please let Margaret know if you still require a poster or would like yours
laminating. Also, we do have some larger (A3) ones available on request.
CHURCH EASTER GARDEN
Thank you to Wendy and Gill for building the Easter Garden again. It is in
front of the church steps as usual and forms a focus for prayer and reflection
- maybe a destination for one of your walks during Lent and Holy week.
CHURCH WINDOW DISPLAY
Thank you to everyone who has sent pictures to be part of our spring display
- it is definitely worth a walk past to see how it is blooming (please
remember to socially-distance if anyone else is there at the same time). If
anyone would like to continue to send any pictures to be added please send
them to the Bales or Blount families.
‘QUIZTIAN’ AID
As we will not be able to hold our usual fund-raising for
Christian Aid this year Barry and Sandra will be hosting
a “Quiztian Aid” Quiz on Saturday April 17th at 7.30pm
via Zoom. The quiz will be based around popular Quiz
shows of the past and present. We are suggesting a
minimum donation of £5 per screen to enter. This can
either be sent directly to Christian Aid through their website
www.christianaid.org.uk or given to Barry & Sandra Langford or Janet &
John Wilson.
We hope that as many as possible will join in for an evening of fun and fundraising for such a worthy cause.
The Zoom details are:Topic: Quiztian Aid Zoom Quiz
Time: Apr 17, 2021 07:30 PM Nottingham
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81964954077?pwd=S2l2SU5nVHFTT1ZxVTNFZ
nhXdEVkQT09
Meeting ID: 819 6495 4077

Passcode: 921795

CHURCH STEWARDING TEAM
In the Methodist church we appoint church stewards to carry out the tasks
involved in making our worship run smoothly, and to support the minister in
leading the life of our church and making the decisions taken by our church
council happen. In our church we usually appoint two new stewards each
year to serve for 4 years. This means that we always have a team of 8
people so there is a good number of people to share the work and support
each other. Usually at Nuthall the new stewards have started each May and
this happened last year, but given the very strange year we have all had, the
decision was taken at Church Council that the current team would all stay an
additional few months and the next change would happen in September
2021, when Caroline and Barry will step down as Senior stewards and 2
new stewards will start. This also means our practice will then match up with
the normal Methodist pattern.
As we come to the time when we need to think about who the stewards will
be, we want to make sure we are being inclusive and exploring the whole
church family for people to have the great opportunity to be involved in the
life of our church in this way. There are many different aspects to the role
from practical tasks in preparing for worship, meeting to plan events in the
life of church, communicating news to the congregation, getting feedback
and supporting our minister as needed. We are lucky that because of the
size of our team there is lots of support and flexibility in who does what,
depending on each person's skills and availability, so it is not necessary to
be able to attend every service or every week. We are also fortunate that
many of our church family are willing and able to help with tasks so we
certainly don't have to do every job ourselves. In the past we have been
able to include stewards who sometimes work on a Sunday, have family
commitments at certain times, have periods away for travel or health
reasons or have other commitments in the life of the church such as
preaching or leading Sunday school or youth work. Sometimes people think
they couldn't be a steward for reasons such as because they are not
physically able to move lots of chairs or are not comfortable speaking at the
front of church or don't know enough, but none of these are true! All that is
actually needed in someone being a steward is that you are a church
member, are willing to have the appropriate Safeguarding checks and
training, and then are willing to be active as part of the team! It is a
wonderful chance to be involved in church life and get to know our
worshipping family better.
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So perhaps you are thinking this is exactly the role for you? Or that you are
not sure but would like to find out a bit more? We would love to hear from
you, whether you have previously been a steward or not and whether
thinking about starting this year or that now is not quite the right time but you
would be interested in the future . If so please talk to Andrew or any of the
current stewarding team (Caroline Lovatt, Barry Langford, David Coleman,
Kathryn Blount, Val Stone, Sue Perrett, Rachel Jackson or Chris Page).

Solar panels - Great news!
Our church solar panels are now connected and we are generating our own
electricity! We are now looking at the feasibility of installing an external car
charging point in the car park.
Go green challenge- Broxtowe Borough Council
https://www.broxtowe.gov.uk/for-you/climate-change/go-green-challenge/ A
new scheme to help you reduce waste, reuse more and recycle like a pro!
Lots of information and links available.
Earth hour - March 27th 8.30pm - 9.30pm, join the World Wildlife Fund and
a global movement in switching off all lights and non-essential devices for an
hour to remind us that small actions can make big difference. Find out more
https://www.wwf.org.uk/earth-hour

            
Please submit any items for the May newsletter
by Sunday April 18th. Thank you.
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